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Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you,  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  Stowmarket  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1902. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


I  have  based  the  following  statistics  on  the  population  at  the  last  census,  as  at  present 
1  can  obtain  no  reliable  data  of  any  change  one  way  or  the  other. 

During  the  year  there  were  92  births  registered  (51  males  and  41  females),  giving  a 
Birth  Rate  of  24 '5  per  1000.  This  is  considerably  lower  than  last  year,  and  is  1‘5  per 
1000  below  the  average  of  the  previous  10  years.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  for  1902 
was  28 ‘6  per  1000,  and  for  the  East  Stow  Rural  District  30 '2  per  1000. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  51  (30  males  and  21  females). 
Three  of  the  persons  who  died  at  the  Workhouse  belonged  to  Stowmarket,  and  these  added 
to  the  above  give  a  total  of  54,  and  a  Death  Rate  of  12 ‘9  per  1000.  This  is  the  lowest 
Death  Rate  since  1894.  Last  year  the  Death  Rate  was  16'4  per  1000,  and  the  average 
for  the  previous  10  years  was  15 ‘8,  thus  showing  a  very  marked  improvement.  The  Death 
Rate  for  England  for  the  year  was  16 ‘3  per  1000,  and  for  East  Stow  Rural  District  15 ‘8 
per  1000. 

During  the  year  nine  infants  died  before  they  reached  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an 
Infant  Mortality  of  97 '8  per  1000  Births  ;  another  very  considerable  improvement  on  last 
year,  when  it  was  175  per  1000,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  10  years  138  per  1000. 
In  England  for  the  year  the  Infant  Mortality  was  133  per  1000,  and  for  the  East  Stow 
Rural  District  86'6  per  1000  Births. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  this  year. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
phthisis  and  other  tubercular  diseases.  There  were  11  this  year  compared  with  8  last  year. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  cancer,  11  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  8  from 
heart  disease,  and  3  from  old  age.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  15  were  of  persons  over 
73  years  of  age,  and  5  of  persons  over  82. 

With  regard  to  the  large  percentag'e  of  deaths  from  phthisis  in  this  town,  it  would  be 
a  good  move  to  follow  the  example  of  the  G.E.R.  and  other  public  bodies,  and  make  some 
protest  against  spitting  in  the  streets,  &c.,  as  this  filthy  habit  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  the  spread  of  this  fearful  infectious  disease. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  only  12  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year,  compared  with 
13  last  year,  and  23  the  year  before. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  open  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in  order  to  consider  the  spread  of  small  pox  and  the 
possibility  of  our  town  being  Infected  through  tramps  or  otherwise,  special  meetings  of  your 
Council  were  held.  The  result  was  that  another  ward  of  a  more  or  less  temporary  nature  was 
added  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  in  Bury  Road,  but  fortunately  it  was  not  required. 

The  usefulness  of  this  Hospital  is  still  much  hindered  by  want  of  a  disinfecting  apparatus, 
and  of  a  cottage  with  attendant  in  charge. 

An  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  always  wanted  suddenly  and  in  a  hurry,  and  it  it  is  to 
be  of  real  benefit  to  the  town  should  always  be  ready  for  use. 


Durini;'  the  year  the  bake-houses  and  slaug'hter-houscs  were  visited,  and  with  one  exception 
found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  one  of  two  workshops  the  ceilinj^s  were  black  and  the 
walls  needed  papering  ;  in  the  other  no  water  was  laid  on  to  the  w.c.  ;  these  defects  have  been 
remedied. 

Thirty  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  43  workshops  in  the  district,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  above  mentioned  two,  no  further  sanitary  defects  were  found. 

Several  complaints  having  been  made  with  regard  to  the  sewer  ventilators,  these  were,  on 
the  recommendation  of  your  Surveyor,  heightened,  and  now  appear  to  act  satisfactorily. 

Nuisances  were  caused  by  pigs  being  kept  in  an  insanitary  condition  on  four  occasions. 

Several  parts  of  the  town  were  visited  and  inspected  at  different  times,  and  the  following 
defects  and  nuisances  were  found  : — 

Bury  Street. — 1  house,  vault  overflowing  ;  4  houses,  all  drains  blocked  ;  11  houses,  no 
outlet  for  nightsoil  being  removed,  except  through  the  house  ;  25  houses,  no 
water  supply. 

Ipswich  Street. — 1  house,  sink  pipe  connected  direct  with  cesspool  ;  Corn  Hall,  w.c.’s 
unsatisfactory  and  no  water  ;  2  houses,  nightsoil  has  to  be  removed  through  the 
houses. 

Brewery  Row. — Several  vaults  overfidl  ;  8  houses,  drainage  defective  and  privies  filthy. 

Church  Walk  and  Lane. — Several  vaidts  overflowing  into  surface  drain  ;  1  house,  night¬ 
soil  has  to  be  removed  through  the  house  ;  13  houses,  vaults  overflowing  ;  8 
houses,  no  drains,  vaults  overflowing. 

Crow  Street. — 1  house,  filthy  and  overcrowded. 

Union  Street.-  12  houses,  waste  water  from  sinks  runs  along  an  open  channel  into  a  common 
cesspool,  then  under  one  of  the  houses  to  the  sewer  ;  4  houses,  drains  defective. 

Station  Road.  1  house,  vault  defective. 

Reg'ent  Street. — 3  houses,  vaults  overflowing  ;  4  houses,  sink  waste  connected  directly 
with  the  drains. 

Bond  Street. — 27  houses,  vaults  defective  ;  23  houses,  no  water  supply. 

Most  of  these  defects  have  been  remedied  and  many  of  the  nuisances  abated,  but  still  much 
remains  to  be  done. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  summary  that  most  of  the  nuisances  are  caused  by  “  vaidts,” 
filthy  arrangements  that  no  self-respecting  town  ought  to  tolerate,  and  yet  we  have  in  this  town 
no  less  than  275,  all  more  or  less  defective  in  structure. 

With  regard  to  the  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  town  I  append  a  report  made  by  3'our 
Surveyor,  giving  the  number  of  houses,  vaults,  earth  closets,  and  water  closets,  and  the 
structure  of  the  sewers  in  the  principal  streets.  From  this  list  it  is  very  evident  much  still 
remains  to  be  done  ;  especially  is  this  the  case  with  the  sewers  in  Buiy  and  Ipswich  Streets. 
The  part  of  Ipswich  Street  which  has  no  sewer  at  all  is  to  be  sewered  during  the  present  3'ear. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  works  quite  satisfactorily  :  it  is  removed  from  each  house 
twice  a  week  all  the  year  round.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  the  suggestion  of  the 
Sanitar3'  Inspector  could  be  carried  out,  viz.  : — Closed  receptacles  of  proper  construction  to  be 
used  generall3’,  thus  doing  away  with  the  unsightl3'  as  w^ell  as  insanitary  and  offensive  open  box 
— often  rotten  and  often  overturned  b3^  prowling  dogs,  not  to  speak  of  the  contents  being  blown 
all  ov'er  the  town  on  windy  days. 

Table  I.  shows  the  estimated  population,  and  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  last  10  years. 

Table  II.  shows  the  number  of  houses  In  each  street  with  sanitary  arrangements  and 
construction  of  sewers. 

Table  III.  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  and  particulars  as  to  age  of  the 
persons  affected. 

Table  IV.  shows  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  help  1  have  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  considerate  manner  in  which 
they  have  always  received  m3'  suggestions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

^'our  obedient  Servant, 

CHAS,  W.  LOW,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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4202 
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71 
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25-0 
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65 
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4162 
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97'8 

51 

12-2 
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54 
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*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water) 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  4162 


2177 


TABLE  II. 


Schedule  of  Streets  and  the  number  of  Vaults,  Water  Closets,  and 

Earth  Closets  in  each  Street. 


No.  OF 
Houses. 

Vaults. 

Earth 

Closets. 

Water 

Closets. 

Sewers. 

Bell  Lane 

7 

7 

Bond  Street 

42 

26 

1 

Part  9in.  glazed  (new) 

Bond  Street  (Old) 

8 

2 

3 

9in.  butt  pipes 

Bridge  Street 

83 

43 

14 

22 

12in.  glazed 

Bury  Street 

77 

20 

2 

50 

12in.  butt  pipes  and  18in.  brick 

Cardinals  Road  ... 

51 

13 

29 

9in.  glazed  pipes  (new) 

Crown  Street 

27 

4 

21 

18in.  brick  sewer 

Crow  Street 

11 

5 

12in.  butt  pipes 

Church  Walk 

23 

4 

1 

19 

12in.  iron,  into  Hewitt’s  Yard 

Church  Lane 

13 

4 

12 

18in.  brick,  through  private  land 

Childer  Road 

26 

1 

25 

6in.  glazed  pipes 

Finborough  Road 

13 

1 

12 

12in  butt  pipes 

Ipswich  Road 

34 

3 

1 

26 

9in.  glazed  and  butt  pipes,  discharge 
into  the  river.  Bolter’s  Bridge 

Ipswich  Street  ... 

49 

12 

4 

36 

12in.  butt  pipes 

Lime  Tree  Place... 

123 

47 

36 

26 

9in.  glazed  pipes  (part  new)  • 

Market  Place 

18 

4 

23 

18in.  brick 

Milton  Road 

22 

39 

24in.  cast  iron  pipes 

Regent  Street 

86 

21 

6 

38 

12in.  cast  iron,  12in.  glazed  (new) 

Station  Road 

16 

3 

14 

12in.  butt,  9in.  glazed  (part  new) 

Stricklands 

15 

... 

15 

9in.  glazed  (new) 

Stowupland  Street 

22 

7 

16 

12in.  cast  iron  (new) 

Tavern  Street 

13 

1 

14 

12in.  butt  pipes 

Temple  Road 

12 

12 

9in.  glazed  pipes  (new) 

Union  Street 

38 

14 

14 

18in.  brick 

Unity  Road 

5 

5 

9in.  glazed  pipes  (new) 

Violet  Hill 

67 

33 

1 

6 

Totals  ... 

901 

275 

65 

484 

TABLE  111. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902. 


NoriFiAHLE  Disease. 

Cases  notieied  in  Whole  District. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— \Tars. 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Diphtheria 

5 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

12 

1 

4 

6 

1 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1902. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1  and 
under 

5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

]  5  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Small  pox  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-Cough 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

7 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

4 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

5 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
organs... 

2 

2 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

8 

4 

4 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Old  age 

3 

3 

All  other  causes  .... 

14 

3 

1 

4 

6 

All  causes 

54 

9 

3 

3 

1 

18 

20 

NEWBY.  PRINTER,  STOWMARKET. 
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